Why Economists Model Race and
Discrimination Incorrectly

William E. Spriggs
Department of Economics, Howard University
And
Chief Economist, AFL-CIO

Department of Economics OWARD
UNIVERSITY

HOWARD
UNIV]:RSITY



Average hourly black-white wage gaps, by gender, 1979-2015
(adjusted and unadjusted)
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Note: The adjusted wage gaps are for full-time workers and control for racial difference in education,
potential experience, region of residence, and metro status.

Source: EP| analysis of Current Population Survey (CPS) Outgoing Rotation Group microdata
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Figure 3: Real Earnings of Black and White Men,
Median and 9oth Quantile
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Note: Figure displays real earnings, in thousands of 2014 dollars, of the median and goth quantile non-Hispanic
black and white men measured in the population of all men aged 25-54. Sources: Census, 1940-2000; American
Community Survey, 2005-2014 .The sample year labeled '2007' combines ACS samples from 2005-07, '2014'
combines those from 2013-14.

Source: Patrick Bayer and Kerwin Kofi Charles, “Divergent Paths: A New Perspective on Earnings Differences
Between black and White Men Since 1940, The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 133 (August 2018) 1459-1501
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The frame of early economists on race: A Key
source of our current problems

* Robert Cherry, “Racial Thought and the Early Economics Profession,”
Review of Social Economy (1976), 34 (2): 147-162

* Mark Aldrich, “Progressive Economists and Scientific Racism: Walter
Wlilécl:ox and Black Americans, 1895-1910,” Phylon (1979), XL (Spring, 1): 1

* William Darity, Jr., “Many Roads to Extinction Early AEA Economists and
the Black Disappearance Hypothesis,” History of Economics Review
(1994),21(1): 47-64.

 Thomas C. Leonard, “Retrospectives: Eugenics and Economics in the
5607gr2ezszive Era,” Journal of Economic Perspectives (2005), 19 (Fall, 4):
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The economists who founded the American
Economics Association in their own words
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Edward Ross, Stanford University founding member,
American Economic Association and its Secretary in 1892

* (1901) The coiner of the phrase “race suicide”:

* “The higher race quietly and unmurmuringly eliminates itself rather than
endure individually the bitter competition it has failed to ward off by

collective action.”

* (1907) “The theory that races are virtually equal in capacity leads to
such monumental follies as lining the valleys of the South with the
bones of half a million picked whites in order to improve conditions
of four million unpicked blacks.”
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Francis A. Walker, MIT, first president of the American
Economic Association 1886-1892

* On “race suicide”

* 1896 “peasants..(from) southern Italy, Hungary, Austria, and Russia..(are)
beaten men from beaten races; representing the worst failures in the
struggle for existence. Centuries are against them, as centuries were on
the side of those who formerly came to us.”

* 1899 “The native element failed to maintain its previous rate of increase,
because the foreigners came in such swarms...The American shrank from
the industrial competition thrust upon him...He was unwilling himself to
engage with the lowest kind of day labor with these new elements of the
population; he was even more unwilling to bring sons and daughters into
the world to enter that competition.”
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John R. Commons, Wisconsin

* 1907 “The competition has no respect for the superior races...the
race with lowest necessities displaces others.”

* [African Americans] “[are]...indolent and fickle...The negro could not
possibly have found a place in American industry had he come as a
free man..[if] such races are to adopt that industrious life which is
second nature to races of the temperate zones, it is only through
some form of compulsion.”
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Emily Balch, Wellesley College

* 1907 “If you simply want to have more people...depraved people
quite as well as any other class (then) feeding school children [is] a
good thing; but if you believe it is important...to have more of the

right kind of people, then any measure of encouragement should be
most carefully selective in character.”
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Early principles texts

* Fisher, Elementary Principles (1907)

« “..if the vitality or vital capital is impaired by a breeding of the worst
and a cessation of the breeding of the best, no greater calamity
could be imagined.”

* Fetter, Economic Principles (1918)

* “Democracy and opportunity (are) increasing the mediocre and
reducing the excellent strains of stock...Progress is threatened unless
social institutions can be so adjusted as to reverse this process of

multiplying the poorest, and of extinguishing the most capable
families.”
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Real outcomes of eugenics in the US

* Price, Gregory and William Darity, 2010 “The economics of race and

eugenic sterilization in North Carolina: 1958-1968,” Economics &
Human Biology: 8 (261-272)
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Homer Adolph Plessy
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Plessy v. Ferguson 163 U.S. 537 (1896)

- —————g ————

© That petitioner was a  citizen of the’ United States and a
resident of the State of Louisiana, of mixed descent, in the
proportion of seven eighths Cau mtmm African
bluud that the mixture of cﬁm

n him, and that he was entitled to every recognition, right,
Wmmumt}f secured to the citizens of the United
tates of The white race by its Constitution and laws; that on
June 7, 1892, he engaged and paid for a first class passage on
the East Loulslana. Railway from New Orleans to Covington,
in the same State, and thereupon entered a passenger train,
and took possession of a vacant seat in a coach where passen-
gers of the white race were accommodated ; that such railroad
company was incorporated by the laws of Louisiana as a
common carrier, and was not authorized to distinguish be-
tween citizens according to their race. But, notwithstanding
this, petitioner was required by the conductor, under penalty
of ejection from said train and imprisonment, to vacate said
coach and occupy another seat in a coach assigned by said

company for persons not of the white race, and for no other
reason thau that petltmner was nf the cn]ored race; tha.t
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“Iim Crow” and the Race Line

* Jim Crow laws required the definition of race:

 "All marriages between a white person and a negro, or between a white
person and a person of negro descent to the fourth generation
fnclusme, are hereby forever prohibited.”"—Florida, anti-miscegenation
aw.
« “Marriages are void when one party is a white person and the other is
ossessed of one-eighth or more negro, Japanese, or Chinese blood.”—
ebraska, anti-miscegenation law.

* “All marriages between a white person and a negro, or between a white person and
a person of negro descent, to the third generation, inclusive, or between a white
person and a member of the Malay race; or between the negro and a member of
the Malay race; or between a person of Negro descent, to the third generation,
inclusive, and a member of the Malay race are forever prohibited, and shall be
void.”—Maryland, anti-miscegenation law.
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“Iim Crow” and the Race Line

* Jim Crow laws had to punish oppositionto the norm

« “Any person...presenting for public acceptance or general information, arguments or
suggestions in favor of social equality or of intermarriage between whites and negroes, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or
1Iﬁ1prlsonment not exceeding six months or both fine and imprisonment in the discretion of
the court.”

—Mississippi, 1920

« "That it shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of cotton
textile manufacturing in this State to allow or permit operatives, help and labor of different
races to labor and work together within the same room, or to use the same doors of entrance
and exit at the same time, or to use and occupy the same pay ticket windows or doors for
paying off its operatives and laborers at the same time, or to use the same stairway and
windows at the same time, or to use at any time the same lavatories, toilets, drinking water
buckets, pails, cups, dippers or glasses.”

--South Carolina, 1922

« “Any white woman who shall suffer or permit herself to be got with child by a negro or
mulatto...shall be sentenced to the penitentiary for not less than eighteen months.”
—Maryland, 1924
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1955 Emmett Till
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1957 Elizabeth Eckford, Little Rock Nine
student
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The stolen election of 1874 in Barbour
County, Alabama through violence

ALABAMA INVESTIGATION. H99

a shot voas feed, but that was all, Just about thet time a United States deputy marshal

: T~ e vled onc me wud wanted to know in what way 1 could nssist him, 1 showed bun General

\3(!\“““"-‘155_ K Onder Noy 70, nod asked him if be hind any wiits,  He showed me his warmnat, saying that

) he bowi 1o writs,  He said he did not know but what he wight want me as he was afraid

thist there mizht be nriot.  He then wont sway. [ had instruetions from Colonel Daggett

10 assirt sheritfs or their deputies ns a posse comitatus, The sheriff or his deputy enllcd on

we and Lintormed bim in wiat way I conld ascist him, Heo then went off, At sbout 3

o'clock in the afternoon I received o telegram from Colonel Duggett instincting uw to koep
away from the polls, Tt read na follows :

" EUPAULA, W day, 1574,

Keep your troops away from crowd, and have nothing whatever to do with the sheriff or

ELECTION RIOT OF 1874 |V \%%*

NEAR HERE IS OLD SPRING HILL, THE SITE OF ONE OF THE ol N ** Lient, WitLiam J, TURNER,
POLLING PLACES FOR THE NOVEMBER 3, 1874 LOCAL, STATE AND ‘ !

* Cuptawn Second lnfantry,

* Umited States Army, Spring Hill, Ala.”

NATIONAL ELECTIONS. ELIAS M. KEILS. SCALAWAG AND JUDGE OF AN ; As It seems that Spring Hill is about six miles from Old qunc Hill, the precinet, aud there
THE CITY COURT OF EUFAULA, WAS UNITED STATES SUPERVISOR LR DA I 3 ? \\'nl.n " ‘ln'h e hvk’x;nplh -mho;n‘ Just establi wll;n 1) ,”‘ ]u rl. s t; legrinm ;\ ns mnong ;’. first prob-
AT THE SPRING HILL BALLOT BOX. WILLIAM, HIS 16 YEAR OLD Ayt \ at G, writcn in Jead peveil, and was seot bn he hands of auy person who happered o be

gram on its way 1o me bl been soon by o
rable change in the ton of
s came to me lul told mo

SON, WAS WITH HIM. AFTER THE POLLS CLOSED. A MOB BROKE A 4 i - couiing up this way.  Very probably the t

nuu||<rcl wople, hr«-»n niter its rocopt

INTO THE BUILDING, EXTINGUISHED THE LIGHTS, DESTROYED THE o 4 SR h the crowd abugt the polls.  Between 4 auil 5 'clock young

POLL BOX AND BEGAN SHOOTING. DURING THE RIOT, WILLIE 3 that & man had Jeveled & double-barreled gun nl |\~ futher's head z that he the mpht il was
KEILS WAS MORTALLY WOUNDED THE RESULTING CONGRESSIONAL o :KI: :"llllﬂl:“llli\" l‘“i’!"l.*'; l|1 "lll.lllll‘.ll::\l\” Ill'l‘"'l:'I"‘.l"': :\‘I“I 1“')1 t Il‘h(l‘:ll"!':.l‘ 'l !l:ll“” l" ll. ll-"!“'l"l:l' :II?:
INVESTIGATION RECEIVED NATIONAL ATTENTION. THIS BLOODY mach | regretied it, and that [ sympathiaed very mich with him and begged thut he would

EPISODE MARKED THE END OF REPUBLICAN DOMINATION IN induce his father to come down and stay with my troops where I would proteet him, bt 1
sl gAY conle l not go near the polls or interfero with tho election in any way. He told me that his

BARBOUR COUNTY. ’ : father would not do so, and I then persunded him to come b ack atter be had informed his
!'.r.lml of my views. [ told him that I thought it was sn unsafe place for him to be : that 1
feit very wuch for him, and wanted Lim to be protected. Between 6 und 7 o'clck a riot
8 touk place, and | beard a grent desl of noise, and prul-‘d:]_v lh:ﬂy shots were tired, A
T . short tine afterward young Kiels was brought into my quarters. He had tour wounds,
three in his legs and one in his abdomen, and | bolieve s grazing shot wound in his side

Mr. Wallace Comer was also brought in shot through the legs about that time, It was

ERECTED BY HISTORIC CHATTAHOOCHEE COMMISSION

4L JAXON CO. = EUFAULA, AL,

e : — e — sabd that My, Comer wis shot while protecting Judge Kicls. 1 undesstood that when Judgo
Kicls rose up from belind the counter and ln;.; that they would pot kill hin: three of
the ( rs Joined in protecting bim awd prevented the murder of the judge,

I ye n lmu Ly eXpress mn- uf lln people m ™ huu n Iu lh 8 tramsa tion f -A. No,
- L.

=i LY TR Lo al ——— = e

1867

HOWARD
UNIVERSITY

Leadarshin for America and the Global Communky

Department of Economics




Some of the newspaper accounts of the April
1902 Will Reynolds lynching in Tuscumbla
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The Concentration of Black teachers in the
South

In 1940
* 75.9% of Black teachers with a bachelor’s degree taught in the South

» 28.3% of all Blacks with a bachelor’s degree were teachers in the
South
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1940 Teachers (with at least some college)

Black Teachers
5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000

42 Pacific Division

41 Mountain Division

33 West South Central Div.

32 East South Central Div.

31 South Atlantic Division

22 West North Central Div.

21 East North Central Div.

12 Middle Atlantic Division

11 New England Division
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1950 Teachers (with some college)

Black Teachers
2.000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000

o

42 Pacific Division

41 Mountain Division

33 West South Central Div.

32 East South Central Div.

31 South Atlantic Division

22 West North Central Div.

21 East North Central Div.

12 Middle Atlantic Division

11 New England Division
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White Teachers

B ] White =2 Black/African American/Negro
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1940 Teacher Pay by Race, Region
and Educational Attainment
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1950 Teacher Pay by Race, Region
and Educational Attainment
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Some of t
Race and

ne scholarship on the history of

Jnions in American Railroads

* Kelly, Joseph (2013) “Showing Agency on the Margins: African American
Railway Workers in the South and Their Unions, 1917-1930,” Labour
(Spring) 71:123-148.

* Hill, Herbert (1995) “The Importance of Race in American Labor History,

7

International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society (Winter) 9: 317-343.

* Arnesen, Eric (1994) “’Like Banquo’s Ghost, It Will Not Down’: The Race
Question and the American Railroad Brotherhoods, 1880-1920,” The
American Historical Review (December) 99: 1601-1633.

 Matthews, John Michael (1974) “The Georgia ‘Race Strike’ of 1909,” The
Journal of Southern History (November, Number 4) 40: 613-630

HOWARD
LNI\ ERSITY

Department of Economics OWARD

UNIVERSITY




Railroad earnings (highlighting firemen) by
race for Men 18-60 in 1940

occ1950
Cells contain:
-Mean 0 T ROW
“Weighted N % Locomotive TOTAL
firemen
1- White 1,925.10 1,549.07 1,526.14
' 947,015.0 42,900.0 989,9175.0
_ . . 782.33 1,249.53 792.20
race 2: Black/African American/Negro 92.106.0 1.988.0 94.094.0
COL TOTAL 1,459.26 1,535.80 1,462.43

1,039,121.0  44,888.0 1,084,009.0
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Railroad workers as of 1940 Census

Educational Attainment All Railroad Workers 1940 (Men 18-66)
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Typical regression of log wage earnings on race,
education and age for Men 18-60 in the Railroad
Industry in the 1940 Census
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Income of male railroad workers(18-60 years
oId) 1940 in states with segregated schools
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Georgia Railroad Strike 1909

e T T ” * “Mr. Scott says that this part of a
Ji‘fﬂ"fi“fl""“ e plan to drive the negro from the
ITENUSH KNOX, ..o Forrest & George railroads. The truth is our movement
:(FOR SALE-- LEASE “”°7'°"” is only defensive...Mr. Scott’s action

is forcing negro supremacy on the
i Georgia railroad...They already have
i g in Augusta negroes who occupy the

: ‘STEAMEH HELD
=l FAST INIC

e '~ AUCTION s .-
= positions of yard foreman of
as. aéaumul S| engines...and the white engineer is
e e subject to his orders and control.” —
e A Eugene Ball, 2" Vice-President,

Brotherhood of Locomotive Flremen
and Enginemen
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Black share of Railroad Firemen
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Railroad Firemen 1940

Educational Attainment Railroad Firemen 1940 (Men, 18-66)
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Typical regression of log wage earnings on race, education and
age for Men 18-60, Firemen in the Railroad Industry in the

Inincome: B with Confidence Intervals (95 percent)
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Railroad Firemen
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Technology and Violence
Eﬁ%jﬁ'l' QENIES PHYSICIAN NEW TRIAL IN PﬂlSﬂﬂ CASE
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Railroad Firemen by Race and Age 1940

Ages of Railroad Firemen 1940 (Men, 18-66)

1832 3339

®m White W Black

Department of Economics OWARD
UNIVERSITY

HOWARD
UNIVERSITY




148 F.2d 403 (1945)

TUNSTALL
V.
BROTHERHQOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE FIREMEN AND ENGINEMEN et al.

No. 5125.
Circuit Court of Appeals, Fourth Circuit.
April 9, 1945,

Charles H. Houston, of Washington, D. C. (Joseph C. Waddy, of Washington, D. C, on the brief), for appellant.

William G. Maupin and James G. Martin, both of Norfolk, Va. (Harold C. Heiss and Russell B. Day, both of Cleveland, Ohio,
on the brief), for appellees.

*404 Before PARKER, SOPER, and DOBIE, Circuit Judges.
PARKER, Circuit Judge.

This is a suit by a Negro fireman employed by the Norfolk-Southern Railway Company, who brings the suit in behalf of
himself and other Negro firemen employed by that company. The defendants are the railway company, the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen, certain subordinate lodges of that brotherhood and one of the officers of a local
lodge. The gravamen of the complaint is that the brotherhood has been selected as bargaining agent of the firemen of
the defendant railway company; that it excludes Negro firemen from membership; that it has negotiated a trade
agreement with the company discriminating against Negro firemen; and that as a result of this agreement plaintiff has
suffered discrimination with respect to seniority rights and has been damaged thereby. The relief asked is a declaratory
judgment to the effect that the brotherhood as bargaining representative is bound to represent fairly and without
discrimination all members of the craft, an injunction restraining the defendants from giving effect to the trade
agreementin so far as it discriminates against Negro firemen and restraining the brotherhood from acting as bargaining
representative of Negro firemen so long as it refuses to represent them fairly and impartially, an award against the
brotherhood for damages sustained by plaintiff, and an order that plaintiff be restored to the position to which he would
|be entitled by seniority in absence of the contract.
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Education and Race of Railroad Porters

Educational attainment of Railroad Porters 1940 (Men 18-66)
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s technology a force to enhance meritocracy?
Was it ever?: 325" Field Signal Battalion
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325%™ Field Signal Battalion

* Organized at Camp Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio

* June 10, 1918 embark for Europe from Hoboken, New Jersey
* 440 men

e Company A—radio company

 Company B—wire company

* Company C—outpost company
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Company B 325 Field Signal Battalion
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Dispatches were sent from Europe on the

neroism of the Black troops

The first test of roal courage given the men, and their first introducticn
into real fighting, in additicn to strianging wires, nnd sonding and rocciving
radlo mogeagot, chme on tho aftoraocon of Sonto
liaicon mon, including thc Colonol and<Tiout. NMerbert, lattoer boing Colnxu
advanced beyoud the Battalion P.C, and at tl.e sugiestioa or & Fronch soldier,
tcrned to the left, Thoy soon found themselves beyond thieir lines, and directily
in front of a German fachine gun nest. The Cclonel divided his men into sanll
groups and adva.xoel cn the cnemy's position. This sortie resulted in the Sigacl
boys capturing eignt German prisoners and two machine guns, but the attack
caused the lors of Corpor2sl Charles E. Boykin, wih» did nct return. Twe dayrs
later,during gencral advance, Scrgcant Henry E. loody, cf the Battalion, was
mortally wounded vhile at his vosft. Buykin vas kililed outright, vhile Sergeant
lMocdy died in the hospital from wounds received- these being the first two o
the Signal Battalion to ixake the supreme sacrifice,
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William Gordon Herbert enlisted Jan. 19, 1918

in Washington, DC

X 2%

vy - Wt Y - )
s LD RS BALAIANR S ... - Colored
¢ (Surname) (Christian name) (Army serfal number) (Race: White or colored)
Residence:.__.. 140 W 146 3¢ H.X PSR ¢ A4
(Street and house numper ) Vown or eity) (County) (State)
T nli ir R._A "' shi rton Bks D.C an $/18
Enlisted in Hene wasningeon 8 Vel JGN 17/ -
t Born in New York City N.Y. Jan 6, 1897 -
Organizations: 925 Field Signal Bn ( Co. B) to Disch. o
Grades: Non e =
Engagements: None . -
Wounda or other injuries received in action: None. =
! Served overseas: J{one LS .
§Hon.disch. Jure 4/18 To Accept Comm. -
Was reported X per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of cccupation.

Remarks: xx

place and
list ruent.

arvival in tha Toitead Qratee L fllen dava and sanses

Form No, T24-2'4 A. G0, *Tusert “ R, A, “N.G.", ¢
March 12, 192 date of enlistment,

tillea latus of danartuira frorm an

1
192
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William G Herbert
Howard University Yearbook 1917
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Lt. William Gordon Herbert, New York State
record of WWI military service

v—:——!
6 OFFICER-ORC
Herbert William G . ... . ... . Y'¢ 7 Colored
(Surmmme) (Christian name) ) ; 3
-
- e I y
iesidence 148 We 143 St. W | B ROy | 5l
(Rereet and house nomber) (Town or city) (County) (Ntate)
g R New York City Jan 6, 1897 s
¥ Called tnts aetive servicans «nd Lt Sig © June 5 /15 FrR.A. TTTmTSTTm
P romotlons :.one
Orgpaizations an®325 Pld. Sige. Bn. to dch.5/19; 152 Dep. “rig. to Digeh.
P'rincipal s -
Sations Cp Sherman Ohio; A.EJE.; Cp. Merritt,
NeJe3 Cp Upton ¥F.Y.
Engagements : Keuge Argonne; —
Wounds received In action : None
§ Served oversens Ju“__” i\ v/,"‘;,..;. to b Gb 2 "/i\' -
Hon. disch ™ 2 /1 for convenlence of the Government, services no longer required.
ALL v/ A
Was reported 0 per cent disabled on date of discharge In view of occupation
I ard 1 Serv
Give place and . T Insert (a) grade; () arm or stafl corps or department; (¢) date;
Form No, Sde-1 (d) source, civil life (CL), RA, NG, ORU, NA nd (¢) degignation of training camp attended, if
A, L0, ny Sty ' fh d not attend s training camp § Give dates of departure from and retum
Mar. 17, 1021 the United States Give date, ——
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February 7, 2019 the 325 |eave on the USS
ULUA for home

suslEcT: ’ NUMBER ‘ e - R e )

(C)West. News. U, [

TAKEN

DESCRIPTION:

TRANSPORT "ULUA" BRINGS BACK
COLORED TROOPS FROM FRANCE.

Colored fighters of 325th. Fiql
Signal Battalion, back on
"Ulua", leaving for Camp Mertitt
to be demobilized.

o

Me
ISSUED: KOTES; :
o—so0s
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Herbert continued to serve in the National Guard
into 1924 (with the 369t Infantry)
But note his schooling and occupation

Hq Co—New York_________.

HERBERT WiLLiaM G 1 Lt
[In lieu of Ca pt]
B—NY 6Jan 97 AB & DDS Howard

=

FOSTER, EUGENE J 2 Lt
B—La 14 Sept 95

[ORC Inf 2 lt 28 June 27 0243397]

HOWARD Department of Economics

UNIVERSITY

Univ DC 18 & 24 ¥

>

4 Sept 24
[F— Pyt sgt sgtIcl' SigC19 Jan 18Tto 4 June 18]
[F—2 Lt SigC 5 June 18 to 29 Apr 19] 11t Inf 6 Sept 26

Put poticl corp sgt Inf 30 July'25 to 17 Mar2
2 Lt Inf 18 Mar 27
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Obituary for Dr. William G. Herbert 1956

|
DR, WILLIAM G. HERBERT ‘

Dr. William G, Herbert, 59, of ;
107-50 Merrick Boulevard, Jamai-
ca, Queens, a dentist, died on|
Tuesday. He served as a captain
in the Army Signal Corps during
World War I, and at one time|
was personnel superwvisor at the |
Brooklyn Navy Yard, where he
also had taught classes in the /|
science of electricity.

Dr. Herbert, a native of Trini-
dad, B.W.I., received his dental
degree and also an LL.B. at How-
ard University. He is survived
by two sons, William G. Jr., and
Solomon J, Herbert; also a
daughter, Margaret,

4
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A novel based on his father, written by his
son, William G. Herbert
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Another dispatch of the heroism of the 325™
under fire

In writing the "finis" to this brief meatiocn of this umportont army unit
made up of young Colored men it is fitting thatl I tell of the partizulor work:
done by the boys of the 1lst. 2latoon va the first day o the Iletz battle. Shortly
aftcr the barrcge vas lifted, the big guns of the enemy began shelling Poat-a-
liousson. The first shells, os I vividly recell, it on the edge of the city, ond
then gradually they began peppering the Signal Battalion's station, Sergennt
Rufus B, Atwood, of the lst., Platoon, was seated in the cellar near the switeh-
board; Private hdgar Vhite was operating the swetchbocard, and Private Clark the
buzzerghone. Sever icers and men were standing in the "dugout" cellar.
Suddenly o German shell struck the top, passed through the ceiling and vall,
and exploded, muking havoc of the cellar. Lieut, Welker, Colored, who arrived
just at this time, displaycd admireble cour™su, 6 took i:nmediate chorge, oud
directed things. Sergeant Atwood tried out .o switchboord, and found all 1liqes
broken., He found, on trying it, the buzzerrhone cut. Private vhite then raceived
ordaers to stay on the switchbocrd, and Corperal Adclyhus Johnson on the buzzar-—
phene., The 12 drop monocord bo2:d vas nailea up by A3 then pegun the
connecting up of the lines from the outside to the nonocord boerd. All thic time
the shelling, around this point, by the Germaas ws fierce cad deadly- chells
hitting all around the boys; struck a neardvy amaiticn dump causing the esplosi
of thousands of rounds of amunition, vhich caused o teriffic shcek 2nd 211 lights
to be extinguished., But still these men worked on, aud vould ot lenve this
dangerous post, a veritable target for the enowy's big guns, until the Licutenoat
of the Military Iolice arrived and ordered them out,

hat these dbo,s of the 320th Signcl Battalion have 10t learned recpocting
redic, telephonic and teiciic Nic work is of little advant.ge to any onc. Vhat
thoy have learneG about it will be of great advantage to them vhen they return
in meiting a living., The 325tk Field Signnl Battalion, vhos2 ronk and file is mede
up cf young Ccolored men, has been & marvelous success, .
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sadarship for America and the Global Communky

Lt. Richard Walker’s draft card showing him as
a student at Fisk University

AR'S REPORT L&ZB
died _ REGISTRAR RT 4 é

' -
l ml‘(ﬂ:::,; SIK‘I)MM- _Slender, me =diom, ,or stout (which) T m__:_
Yl
| %0
2! Cmdtyu'/jw_m./_ Co'or ol hair? . Wﬂ, Bt SLO. .

! 1las prrsan lest arm, [eg, hand, foot, or bath Aﬂ
3 eyes, ot is he olhervise disabled (specily)?

rat | 7 ¥ REGISTRATION CARD L lm Q..

Ry lAmilyﬂ»-

fumnnlulzj%ntgy /MW. it ... _..|p2}_
ZE::,::.,,zg.aa,_,.f’. Lictubie /lz‘ﬁvtlé' s

3 g Date of birth %L-c"-‘vm\-&'/‘(.;..........é; SRS /'f/-?éL

""" (Year)
turalized citizen, (l, = alien, (1) of haro yoa declared yuur

i

}An yuu (1) anateral.barn citien, (2) a

[ Tatestion (specify which)? _,Zlaém{_ /Jt‘—z A7

S| andias ... Fans uz/f [g

1 cortify that my answers aro true, that the person reglstered has read his own
anaws=rz, that | have witnessed his signature, and that all of his answers of which I have
knowledge are true, except as follows:

6 ' /

! U not » eitiren. al-hlhmnun Yo a citize nnru‘-‘)Nl’

7 What is your present
| trade, ereapation, er offis

& 4/7 A neil 2, Kb
Z W ﬁmy?a&z(

| /
8 M vhem emidoyed?
/j’ o ->7 el
Where employed? oooveeeonno .. ... AL G5 - s A
 Have you a futher, mother, wile, child under 13, o P"“““ MM o~ rv
9|
i zupport (apecily which)? . A B (L City or C nl —o ¢ & ._] ?:
’ % . @4 . s '_ g trr— . = (Datw of nzidraticn)
10 | Married ot single {which) !\}4,4_«1 <o Rare trpecily whieh ! 2Lz AL ... s
- — -
ll | What military servize have you had? R ! BRI «<f 57 & AERRGX s Braneh . AL
|

|
| years .. .IQ._. : Nition or Siate .

12 | 9o sou leien saeiiption )
| trom dralt (wpeeily grounds’? ___ (27 <t S =
1 atfirm that | have varified above answers gad th are 8‘"'
A Z
72, ‘ 2 3 ’
k .'..vt.C.’;a,:xJL.,.,..(-‘.,.J.. L[..u(.:.ziud.v P
Coustimidie it faara |
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sadarshin for America and the Glabal Communky

Richard Walker’s father was a Railroad Postal
Clerk, a high paying civil service position

1,1901.] / RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE. 1049

Railway Postal Clerks.

Whence appointed. |
Name: Where born. Where empl 5 Compen-
State. County. (zﬁgtg : ploved sation.
uel S. HOOD «...--- Pennsylvania ..| Alabama ....... Morgan......... 9th...| Nashyville, Tenn.

%?-;Illiiam R Tennessee ks i Jilo..) s e, enn., and Montgomery, Ala...... 3%, 888, 88
Edward G.Johnson ... (10305 54 casmamons d Aoy eth s A S o do i ’900' 00
Neal G.L.OWe...c.o---. Alabama, ....... d | Sy do 1. 000. 00
Walter C.Leuseur..... Tennessee . e e do ’ 900. 00
George F. Lindsey... .. Alabama .......| Alabama .......| Jefferson........[9th...|..... do.. 9n0. 00
Wwilliam H. Randle....| Tennessee AliEn do.. 1,000, 00
Tke W.Starr........... Kentucky do.. 1..000. 00
William W.Shear ..... Tennessee z ...do 1000, 00
Jesse B. Templeton....|..... dofra S o5 ...do " 900. 00
Robert A. Walker .....|..... doiiTe T Pin E d 3 do 400. 00
“Charles J. West. .. _....[.... = d 0 s A R o) R N AR - R | (e R | e do 1, 400. 00
J.T.ASbUry -.c........ Illinois ......... ; Nashville, Tenn., and St. Louis, Mo 1,200. 00
J.W.Brooks........... Arkansas. .. S (6 crtenk0 0 Ypare et S Y ) oY ot |2 2 Es do 1, 400. 00
JAG BTO WAL SRR SRR Tennessee 5 [ do 1 400. 00
Wm., Bradford . SIS A0TSR Ao A e I - e (G A e do 1,200, 00
M. M. Hamilton . TTTFIDIS At s Toa i eane (il sr s Rl R o7, S 1 do 1,200. 00
George Kirsch .| Indiana .. : JfreEEe do 1:200. 00
Oscar J. Knoll -| Kentucky ......|..... Ao Vanderburg ....[1st .. |..... do 1,200. 00
Wm E.Tove.....c..... Tennessee ...... Tennessee ... ... Davidson = AT T R ol 17400 00
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In nddmon to hh 5
Gertrude Dunge 3
vived by the oll
Mrs, Louls L. Watson,
D. C., Roberta P. W
Cincinnati, Richard H.
the U.
John C. g
| ville, Ky., Willlam H.
lic accountant, Philad
A. Walker, Detroit,
ker, II, accountant a
ant, Nashville, and M
Montgomery, foreign =
teacher, Detroit; a b
A. Walker, Nashville
grandchildren. %
He was a member the First
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Richard Walker’s father-in-law, Dr. George W.
Buckner, US Ambassador to Liberia, 1913-1915
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November 1940 Walker named to U.S.
Employment Service for Negro Placement Service

ed States Employment Service by the appointment of ad-
ditional personnel to the staff of Licutenant Lawrence A.
Oxley, Supervisor of the Negro Placement Service. The
major responsibility of this group will be to stimulate
the placement and effective integration of all available
Negro workers with skills essential to the defense in-
dustries.

The new appointees are Roy A. Ellis, from the Dis-
trict of Columbia Employment Security Agency; Alvin
M. Rucker, from the Illinois Employment Security
Agency, and Richard H. Walker, from the Massachusetts
Employment W

. - -
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In 1945 Walker is listed as “Minority Placement Specialist” for
Region | of the War Manpower Commission

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
Continued

OFFICIAL TITLE AND STATION Legal residence

- Com-
NAME (Station is Washington, D. C., unless | e pen-
otherwise indicated) | State | hl: sation
War Manpower Commis-
n—Continued
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT—
Continued
Bureay of Placement—Con.
Goorge A. Works or, National Roster of Scientific and | N.J...__| 7th....[%$22 22
Sy lized Personnel.
Willlam T. Read . ........ Chilef, Professional Evalustion and Utilization | N.J....| 8d..... 6, 500
Section, National Roster .
Benjamin Wermiel. ... Chief, Professional Placement Section, Na- [ N, Y....| 15th... 5, 600

tional Roster

Benjamin F. Wilson Chief, Minority Group Service....... Ind.....| 1st__. 6, 500

Veterans Employment Se

Perry Faulkner. .............| Executive Sec 7,  Veterans' Plsoement | Ohdo. .| ... 8. 000
Board and Chief of Veterans' Employment '
Osecar D. Hollenbeck ... | Assistant Chilef.................... eeseesssss] Ohlo_...]| 14th... 6. 500
War MANroweEr CoMMIs- E
sioN—REaGioN 1 Boston, Mass,

Arthur C. Gornes | Regional Director, Boston. _ ... fass.__.| 10th.. 8. 000
David G. Nagle. Deputy Director, Boston fass_...| 12th. 8, 500
George W. Forreste Field Bupervisor, Boston ) | 7th.. 5. 600
Bernard L. Gorfinkle ol do 8 fass....| 9th 5, 600
James H. Sullivan . do R : fass._..| 7¢h._. -’"“l'l
Arthur L. Hinchey Business Manager, Boston . { M | 4tho_| 5 600
Frederick L. Lash Budget and Finance Of » Boston | M 13th... 4, 600
Leonsrd W. Goulde Persannel Officer, Boston .. ... [ M 7th. 4, 600
Joseph Fisher. ... Attorney, Boston : £ Mass....| 10th 5, 600
Joseph W. O'Loughiin fef of Manpower Utilization, Boston. _.._| Mass....| 7th.. B. 500
Lawrenee J. B wmhan { of Plac nt, Boston Z o R i | 14th.. 6. 500
George E. Shrigley s stant Chiel of Placemoent, Boston.... .. 14th.. 5. 600
Rict H. Walks i Minorities Placement Specialist, Boston | 1W0th__. 4: 600
=i PITTIITIL ST et ey ...| 10th_. 4,000

hn F. Manle da Afa 19k 4’ ann




The obituary for Richard H. Walker does not
mention his World War | recorc

WALKER — Suddenly in Roxbury,

Feb. 3, Richard H. Father of
Richard H. Walker, Jr., Indian-
apolis, Ind. Beloved brother of Mrs,
Beatrice Watson, Washington, D.C,,
Mrs. Margaret Montgomery, De-
troit, Mich., Mr. John Walker,
Nashville, Tenn. He is survived by
a host of nieces, nephews, other
relatives and {friends. Con-
celebrated Mass Saturday, Feb, 5,
at 11 a.m. at St. Joseph's Church,
Circuit and Regent sts., Roxbury.
Visiting at the Davis Funeral Home,
89 Walnut av., Roxbury, Friday,
3-5 and 7-9 p.m. Family present
7-9 p.m. Relatives and friends in-
vited. Prayers at 8:30 p.m. Late
member of St. Matthew’s Retreat
League. In lieu of flowers, make
donations to the Richard H. Walker
Scholarship Fund, Fisk University,
Nashville, Tenn.
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Bronze Star recipient Sgt. Rufus Ballard
Atwood
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Kentucky State University’s 61" President,
(1929-1962) Rufus B. Atwood
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Pvt. Adolphus Burrell Johnson, ended up as a
presser in a tailor show in Washington, DC
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Pvt. Edgar White, ended up a chauffer in
Chicago, IL
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Percent of Black Linemen who lived in the South
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Percent of Linemen who were Black by Industry and Region
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Share of Black Telephone and Telegraph Linemen
who Migrated to Region in 1920 Workforce
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Cells contain: Telephone Industry 1940 Men (18-60) by race and educational attainment
-Column percent Count

-Weighted N 1 2 3 4 8 ROW
Less than 8th Grade Some High School High SchocSome College College or more TOTAL
race 1: White 97.1 99.7 100 100 100 99.1
34,900.00 24,558.00 38,981.00 14,753.00 12,975.00 126,167.00
2: Black/A 2.9 0.3 0 0 0 0.9
1,058.00 78 0 0 0 1,136.00
COLTOTA 100 100 100 100 100 100
35,958.00 24,636.00 38,981.00 14,753.00 12,975.00 127,303.00
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Black occupations in the Telephone Industry 1940

Cells contain:

-Column percent Distribution
-Weighted N
. . 6.2
690: Operative and kindred workers (nec) =0
6.9
753: Charwomen and cleaners 78
. 8.8
754: Cooks, except private household 100
0ccl1950 34.2
770: Janitors and sextons X
388
44
970: Laborers (nec)
500
COL TOTAL 100
1,136.00
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Source: Author's calculations 25 September 2020 using Steven
Ruggles, Sarah Flood, Ronald Goeken, Josiah Grover, Erin Meyer,
Jose Pacas and Matthew Sobek. IPUMS USA: Version 10.0
[dataset]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS, 2020.
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|s technology a force to enhance meritocracy? Was it ever? Two
high school classmates, Des Moines East High School 1939
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s technology a force to enhance
meritocracy? Was it ever?: Tuskegee 1945
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s technology a force to enhance
meritocracy? Was it ever?: Kentucky 1945

B-25 Mitchell Bomber Crew 7-6. 617th Bombardment Squadron
of the 477th Medium Bombardment Group. Gedman Field, KY,
May 1945. Left to Right: Sgt. Cleveland Albritten, Engineer-Gunner;
Cpl. Clifton V. Nichols, Armorer-Gunner; 2nd Lt. Edward T. Dixon,
Pilot; Cpl. Arnold F. Bowen, Radio-Gunner; 2nd Lt. Ivan J. McRae,
Co-pilot; First Officer Wendell R. Smith, Navigator-Bombardier,
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1953 Perry Young signs as the first African American
pilot for an American commercial flyer (only
Tuskegee Airman hired as a p||ot)
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Technology and the meritocracy myth to
explain the rising inequality

* What search engines cannot find

* Exploring the lack of Black IT workers in the leading Silicon Valley
Firms
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The GAO identifies these as the top 10 Tech
Sector Employment Centers in the U.S.

Figure 1: Top 10 Geographic Areas for Technology Sector Employment in the United States, 2014

Seattle
197,000

Boston
224,500 _\

Philadelphia
130,600

Chicago
San 181,700
Francisco
455,600
W New York
\ 363,400
Washington
266,400
Atlanta
128,300
Los Angeles %g!liia(]s()

269,500

Size of circle is proportional to the
number of technology sector employees
in each Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)

Source: Data from May 2016 report published by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) entitled Diversity in High Tech; U.S. Census Bureau (map). | GAO-18-69

Note: For the graphic, we rounded to the nearest hundred. According to EEOC, EEO-1 Single,
Headquarters, and Establishment Reports were used for this analysis.
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Why does Silicon Valley have such a low Black
share of computer workers?

Pct. Of Workers who are Black
30.0%

25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%
5.0%
[ ]

0.0%
9 County Silicon Valley 9 County Atlanta Metro (ATL) 12 County District-Maryland-
Virginia (DMV)

B Pct. Of Workers who are Black
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Black IT workers are a significant group in
the Black middle class

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpsaatll.htm
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http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpsaat11.htm

ACADEM

BASED ON THE UNTOLD TRUE STORY

HIDDEN
FIGURES

*okkk  kkkk kkkk hkkk

— Lmpire — The lelegraph = Daily Mail — The Sun

*okkk  kkkkk kkokok

— The Guardian — Sundy Express — The Times
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In 1989 Five of the 20 largest Blacked owned
businesses were computer or systems integrators

CHIEF
COMPANY LOCATION EXECUTIVE

TLC BEATRICE INTERNATIONAL | New York Ragieald F. Lawis. 9 B0 | Processing & distrbution of
HOLDINGS INC New York food products

| JORNSON PUBLISHING CO. INC. | Cheags, Jobe K Jehnsan 2370 | Publsiing; teosdcasting:
Hinais cosmetics, hair care

" | PreADELPHIA COCA-COLA Priacelpha, | J. Bruce Lawallyn 365 [Sah-grink dotting
BOTTLING €O, INC Pomsyhania

H.J. RUSSELL & CO Asara. Hormas J. Russell Canswucten; conmenica
Georgis tons; food 8 bevecsges
THE GORDY CO. Los Angoies, | Barry Gordy Entorainnent
Callorria
SOFT SHEEN PRODUCTS INC Chicage, Edward 6. Gadoer 565 | Hair-care products
llinos momtacturar
TRANS JONES INC/JONES Moarae. Gary L Whte Traespactation servces
TRANSFER CO Michgan
THE BING GROUP! Dewor | bavid Bing | Stee! processing
Michgan 8 distrdution

| THE MAXIMA CORP. Rackwhie, Joshua | Smith | Systems osgneerng &
| Marfsed computes menagenent
| DICK GRIFFEY PROOUCTIONS Holtywoed, Dick Gritfey 36 | Estertanment
Caltornag
NETWORK SOLUTIONS INC. Homdon, Emmt J. McHenry | | @0 | Systoms icsegrason

o Viegnie
INTEGRATED SYSTEMS ANALYSTS | Arioy €. Mchae! Goodes | 010 | Enpineering & techics |
INC Wrgni Sappen servees
ADVANGED CONSUMER Builisgare, | Haery W, Brooks, Jr | 427 | Systoms Imegeavon; mal-
| MARKETING CORP Cakfornia | order products
COMMUNITY FO0DS INC. Bakmore, Oscar A Smith, Jr. Ratail fovds.
Merytang

YANCY MINERALS Woogbeidge, |Ear J. Yancy Industrial metals, minerals,
Cosnacticut and coal Ssvituter

CRESCENT DISTRIBUTING CO. INC. Harahan, Sunley S Scon Beer distvibutor

Lowsans

THE THACKER ORGANIZATION | Dacanwr, | Floye 6. Thacker Consruction & engineering
Georgia |

GRANITE BROADCASTING CORP. |New Yort, | W. Don Corowel TV bioageassng

ESSENCE COMMUNICATIONS INC | Now Yark, Edward Lews Padlishing; TV peosuction.

diract-ne catalog sales

SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT Norfolt. Hermen E_ Valesting Computer systems
Virgiria Integratin

* in mabons of dalars, 1o neasest Meusand. As of Dec. J1. 1562, Praposed by BE Resaarch. Rewewed 3y Michel/Taus & Ce
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PCT. BLACK OF THE 1990 INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY WORKFORCE
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Most importantly, Blacks are more likely to major in
Computer Science than whites (2004-2014)

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

emmB |ack White

Source: Table 5-3 https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/2017/nsf17310/data.cfm (acc: 18 Jul 2018)
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